
 
 

Web3 Ventures Adds Six Strategic Advisors, Setting the Stage  
for a Transformative Future 

 
• Web3 Ventures adds representation to board of advisors, with global expertise from 

digital finance, health and wellness, and global capital markets 
• Sebastien Badault – experience at Google, Amazon and Alibaba, specializing in B2B 
• Kevin Soltani –founder and CEO of GIMA Group Inc., specializing in blockchain, 

proptech, gaming and the metaverse, international business 
• Phillip Lord - President at Oobit and an investment banker, serial blockchain investor, 

and former non-executive director at Luna PR 
• Walid Benothman – digital finance, formerly Head of BD and Institutional Sales at 

1inch, former head of EMEA Sales for Ripple, led growth and strategy for Curv, 
facilitating its acquisition by PayPal  

• Mona Coyle – Registered nurse (ICU and clinical operations experience), leader in 
longevity and healthcare innovation combining clinical expertise and entrepreneurship  

• Shidan Gouran – founder of Gulf Pearl and Bluesphere Carbon, early investor in 
blockchain, pioneer in tech ventures 
 

Toronto, Ontario – December 21, 2023 – Web3 Ventures Inc. (“Web3 Ventures” or the 
“Company”) (CSE: WEBV) (OTC Pink: WEBVF), a leading web 3.0 company specializing in 
blockchain solutions, decentralized applications, and health and wellness, is pleased to announce 
that Sebastien Badault, Kevin Soltani, Phillip Lord, Walid Benothman, Mona Coyle and Shidan 
Gouran have joined the Web3 Ventures Advisory Board as advisors. This strategic move 
underscores Web3 Ventures’ commitment to advancing its position within the web3.0 landscape 
and driving investments in businesses that intend to make the world healthier and accelerate 
disruption.  
 
"Believing in the future means more than just a financial investment, it’s about aligning our values 
with the companies we chose to invest in and partner with. At Web3 Ventures, our commitment 
to innovation, sustainability, and impactful technologies mirrors the ethos we bring to our advisory 
board," stated David Nikzad, CEO and Co-Founder of Web3 Ventures. "Our board of directors 
and advisors bring valuable knowledge and experience we can leverage as we execute on our 
global roadmap.”   
 
Web3 Ventures invests broadly across a range of companies, from inspired startups to mature 
enterprises. These industries include health, wellness and longevity, gaming, blockchain and 
digital ownership, fintech, space, SaaS, and more. As deeply experienced entrepreneurs, Web3 
Ventures is drawn to the outliers and their disruptive concepts.  
 
“I believe in finding the right frequencies in the people we work with and the investments we make. 
Our strategic advisory board epitomizes the convergence of diverse cultures, innovation, and 
individuals who embody a relentless pursuit of excellence. It’s a privilege to be surrounded by 
such wisdom and experience, which will greatly benefit us as we embark on our next phase of 
growth.”  
 
Strategic Advisors:  
 
Sebastien Badault  



 
Sebastien is an industry professional with years of experience at the intersection of technology, 
security, and the online world. He currently serves as VP for Ledger Enterprise, running the 
company's B2B business. He previously served as Managing Director for France, Belgium and 
Luxembourg at Alibaba, building the company’s Luxury Pavilion, which has become China’s 
largest online luxury platform. Before joining Alibaba, Sebastien was one of the first employees 
for both Google France and Amazon France, driving sales and marketing teams to build local 
market share and enhance the online ecosystem for both organizations. He spent more than ten 
years at Google, where he ran the company’s French operations and was a founding member of 
the Global Client and Agency Solutions Organization. With Amazon, Sebastien served as 
European Business Development Manager, leading the group’s customer and partner acquisition 
strategy across the UK, Germany and France. 
 
Kevin Soltani  
 
Kevin is a seasoned professional with over a decade of experience in the alternative investments 
industry and a passionate and visionary leader. As the founder and CEO of GIMA Group, Inc., he 
steers the company into a global advisory, consulting, and investing powerhouse specializing in 
blockchain, proptech, gaming/esports, and the metaverse; four prior exits and one IPO in the 
company’s history. With a robust background in international business and finance, Kevin 
possesses a profound interest in innovation and emerging technologies. His driving force lies in 
the mission of creating value and catalyzing positive change worldwide through digital assets and 
pioneering experiences. Throughout his career, Kevin actively engaged in raising funds, fostering 
strategic partnerships, capitalizing on startup potential, and broadening market horizons. 
Proficient in guiding companies toward their growth stages, adept at business metrics, skilled in 
social networking strategies, and a competent manager of executive teams, he thrives on 
collaborating with agile, web3.0 centric, and innovative teams worldwide. 
 
Phillip Lord  
 
Phillip brings with him a wealth of knowledge and expertise in the web3.0 space. His extensive 
background as President at Oobit and as an investment banker, serial blockchain investor, and 
former non-executive director at Luna PR equipped him adeptly for steering strategic 
partnerships, spearheading business development, and executing powerful marketing strategies. 
With a career spanning over 25 years in global capital markets, Lord boasted a profound 
understanding of diverse markets, encompassing the United States, Europe, Asia, and Australia. 
Renowned as a crypto market expert, he possesses comprehensive knowledge spanning 
coin/token issuance to both centralized and decentralized exchanges/platforms. 
 
Walid Benothman  
 
Walid is an experienced leader in the digital finance industry, and is renowned for his 'out-of-the-
box' thinking and innovative approach. Formerly Head of BD and Institutional Sales at 1inch, 
Walid played key roles in groundbreaking blockchain startups. Notably, he joined Curv in 2020, 
leading Growth and Strategy Operations for the EMEA market, instrumental in positioning Dubai 
as a pivotal hub. His strategic direction facilitated Curv's acquisition by PayPal, marking a 
milestone in digital payment processes and signaling the mainstream acceptance of 
cryptocurrencies. From 2016 to 2020, Walid served as Head of EMEA Sales for Ripple, driving 
pivotal initiatives in institutional sales, partnerships, and go-to-market strategies, which 
significantly contributed to XRP's ecosystem and utility. Additionally, he serves as a Senior 
Advisory Board Member at HayvnGlobal, offering expert insights into OTC and custodians. 



 
Mona Coyle  
 
Mona is a registered nurse with over a decade of experience in ICU and clinical operations and 
is a seasoned healthcare professional. With a rich background spanning 20 years in management 
and entrepreneurship, Mona co-founded Eterna Health, where she played a key role in shaping 
the company's strategic direction. Her dynamic leadership style, coupled with clinical expertise, 
uniquely positions her as a driving force in healthcare innovation. Mona's commitment to fostering 
positive change in the industry reflects her passion for combining medical excellence with 
entrepreneurial spirit. 
 
Shidan Gouran  
 
Shidan is the founder of Gulf Pearl, a Canadian merchant bank focused on financing both public 
and private companies in the information, communications and media sectors and one of the 
earliest investors in the blockchain sector. He is also the Chairman of Bluesphere Ventures, a 
pioneering incubator dedicated to driving positive environmental change through innovative 
projects and sustainable solutions. He founded a number of pioneering technology ventures in 
the telecommunications and consumer electronics industries. Today, he focuses his efforts on 
bringing his wealth of knowledge to further companies in the web3.0 sector.  
 
About Web3 Ventures  
 
Web3 Ventures is a diversified investment Company focused on identifying, incubating, 
accelerating, and developing world-class projects and applications in wellness, healthcare and 
the decentralized web. Focused on supporting founders and entrepreneurs, Web3’s core 
investment pillars are blockchain-based transparency, secured identity, verified communications, 
and gamification, focusing on early-stage, small, and medium enterprises. 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Web3 Ventures 
David Nikzad 
CEO, Chairman 
Telephone: 1-866-395-6989 
Email: investors@w3ven.com 

 
Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements  
 
Certain information set forth in this news release may contain forward-looking statements that 
involve substantial known and unknown risks and uncertainties, certain of which are beyond the 
control of the Company. Forward-looking statements are frequently characterized by words such 
as "plan", "continue", "expect", "project", "intend", "believe", "anticipate", "estimate", "may", "will", 
"potential", "proposed" and other similar words, or statements that certain events or conditions 
"may" or "will" occur or be achieved and other similar expressions. Forward-looking statements 
are based on the estimates and opinions of management on the date the statements are made. 
In the news release, such forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to, statements 
regarding the Company’s performance, business objectives and milestones and the anticipated 
timing thereof; the size and terms of the Offering; and the anticipated use of net proceeds from 
the Offering.  
 



In making the forward-looking statements in this news release, the Company has applied several 
material assumptions, including without limitation: the Company’s ability to comply with all 
applicable regulations and laws, including environmental, health and safety laws; the Company 
has sufficient working capital for future operating activities; the ability of the Company to achieve 
its business objectives and milestones and the anticipated timing of execution; the Company’s 
ability to continue as a going concern; the Company’s ability to achieve profitability in the 2023 
fiscal year; the Company’s ability to obtain additional financing for continued operations on terms 
acceptable to the Company; and the Company’s ability to use the proceeds from the Offering for 
the business objectives outlined herein.  
 
The above lists of forward-looking statements and assumptions are not exhaustive. Since 
forward-looking statements address future events and conditions, by their very nature, they 
involve inherent risks and uncertainties. Actual results may differ materially from those currently 
anticipated or implied by such forward-looking statements due to a number of factors and risks. 
These include: changes in general economic, business and political conditions, including changes 
in the financial markets; consents or authorizations required; changes in laws, regulations and 
policies affecting the Company’s operations; currency fluctuations; environmental issues and 
liabilities;  the inability of the Company to obtain additional financing for continued operations on 
terms acceptable to the Company; the lack of control over the Company’s investees; risks relating 
to investing in the SVS; r volatility in the market price of the Company’s SVS; dilution of 
shareholders’ holdings; negative operating cash flow; the negative effects of interest rate and 
exchange rate changes; the potential impact of health crises and market instability due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic; risks relating to the Company’s reliance on key employees; limitations in 
the liquidity of the SVS; litigation risks; risks with the integration of new businesses and 
acquisitions; risks related to the Company’s status as an “emerging growth company” under the 
U.S. securities laws; the Company’s inability to expand into new business areas and geographic 
markets; management of growth; the risk of defaulting on existing debt; the Company’s inability 
to continue as a going concern; and the Company’s inability to achieve profitability in 2023.  
 
Should one or more of these risks or uncertainties materialize, or should assumptions underlying 
the forward-looking statements prove incorrect, actual results may vary materially from those 
described herein as intended, planned, anticipated, believed, estimated or expected. Although 
the Company has attempted to identify important risks, uncertainties, and factors that could cause 
actual results to differ materially, there may be others that cause results not to be as anticipated, 
estimated, or intended. The Company does not intend and does not assume any obligation to 
update this forward-looking information except as otherwise required by applicable law. 


